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E.O. 11252: NA 
TAGS: EINV, CT, CF 

SUB J : TEXACO/MOBIL COMPENSATION CLAIMS AND MOBIL ASSISTANCE 
TO CAE DURING DRY SEASON 

(A) 77 BANGUI 2736 (NOTAL), (B) BANGUI 526 (NOTAL) 

1 . BOTH TEXACO DIRECTOR-GENERAL PETER WEBSTER AND MOBIL 
DIRECTOR FRANCOIS YDIER CONFIRMED THAT CENTRA HYDRO DIRECTOR 
GENERAL NGOMA CAME TO DOUALA SHORTLY AFTER YDIER'S MOT 
RECENT TRIP TO BANGUI. DURING THEIR MEETINGS IN DOUALA 

THEY BROACHED POSSIBILITY OF TEXACO, MOBIL AND SHELL REPS. 

COMING TO BANGUI FOR WHAT IS TERMED A DECISIVE STAGE OF THE 
COMPENSATION NEGOTIATIONS: THE BANGUI MEETING IS TO TAKE PLACE 
AROUND THE 12TH OR 13TH OF APRIL. 

2. FYI, WEBSTER IS PLANNING A PRELIMINARY TRIP TO BANGUI, 

ARRIVING FROM NDJAMENA ON MARCH 29 AND LEAVING FOR DOUALA ON 
MARCH 31. 
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3. YDIER REGRETTED THAT HE SIMPLY DID NOT HAVE TIME TO DROP 
BY THE EMBASSY DURING HIS WHIRLWIND VISIT ON MARCH 1 AND 
SAID THAT HE WILL CERTAINLY DO SO IF HE HAS THE CHANCE NEXT 
TIME. HE WAS WELL RECEIVED BY NGOMA AND SPENT QUITE A BIT OF 
TIME WITH HIM. HE WAS ALSO WARMLY GREETED BY A NUMBER OF CAE 
MINISTERS WHO HAPPENED TO BE AT THE AIRPORT WHEN YDIER ARRIVED 
YDIER IS CURRENTLY BASKING IN THE GOOD GRACES OF THE CAE 
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GOVERNMENT BECAUSE OF THEIR DEEP APPRECIATION OF MOBIL'S 
EFFORTS IN DIVERTING PETROLEUM SUPPLIES FROM GAROUA, CAMEROON 
TO THE CAE FOR THE EMPEROR'S CORONATION. REFTEL B, PARA 4). 

4. YDIER HAS INDEED BEEN ASKED TO TRUCK POL TO BANGUI DURING 
THE DRY SEASON (REFTEL B, PARA 4), AN OPERATION WHICH WILL 
INCREASE THE PRICE OF GASOLINE IN BANGUI BY CFA 20 PER LITER. 

IRAQUI CRUDE ORDERED BY CAE, REFINED IN FRANCE AND NORMALLY 
SHIPPED TO POINTE NOIRE BY TANKER WILL BE DIVERTED THIS DRY 
SEASON TO MOBIL'S DOUALA STORAGE FACILITIES TO REPLENISH THE 
POL YDIER WILL BE TRUCKING TO BANGUI. 

5. IN COMPARISON TO WHAT YDIER DESCRIBED AS THE SMOOTH-RUNNING, 
PROFESSIONAL, AND LEAN CAE CENTRA HYDRO OPERATION, HYDRA 
CONGO IN BRAZZAVILLE IS A MESS. WHILE CAE HAS 300 EMPLOYEES 

ON THE PAYROLL, CONGO HAS OVER 900. WHILE CAE INSISTS ON CASH 
BEFORE DELIVERY AND IS THUS SOLVENT, CONGO HAS SUCH FINANCIAL 
TROUBLES THAT THERE IS NO MONEY TO PAY SALARIES. DURING YDIER’S 
VISIT TO BRAZZAVILLE MARCH 1-4, HE VISITED MAINLY WITH THE 
BANKERS BECAUSE EVERYONE IN HYDRA CONGO'S BLOATED BUREAUCRACY 
WAS TOO WORRIED ABOUT GETTING PAID FOR THE MONTH OF 
FEBRUARY TO BE BOTHERED WITH COMPENSATION CLAIMS IN 
GENERAL, YDIER FEELS THAT THE ECONOMIC PICTURE WAS MUCH 
BRIGHTER IN CAE AND IS WORRIED ABOUT THE FUTURE STABILITY OF CONGO. 

6. POST WILL REPORT ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 
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